
Be still, my soul 

As I sit here to write you all a 
long awaited update, I find 
myself listening to this hymn on 
repeat. Some friends of ours 
know a little baby boy who is 
probably not going to make it 
through the rest of the day due 
to health complications. And 
my heart hurts, it is so very 
heavy for them. For the waves 
of grief his parents and siblings 
will feel. While we know loss 
and deep grief, I can’t imagine the road they are walking today. 

I also needed to listen to this hymn today as we have had so many changes 
in the last 6 months. “In every change, He faithful will remain”. We found 
ourselves beginning to look for a different rental last June/July when we 
really started struggling with humidity in the place we were living. In mid 
November, we found something that might work, and yet it fell through 
completely. A few days later, we found the place where we currently are 
renting, but it wouldn’t be available until February. Around November 25, 
our landlord asked for the place we were living by December 1. We didn’t 

have another place to start renting at that moment, so we packed up our 
things, moved them to a storage unit, cleaned the house, and stayed with family 
in Villa Nueva for a couple days. December 2, we headed to El Salvador and 
spent 6 weeks with Gerson’s parents. Jane turned 1 on December 3 and we 
celebrated with ice cream cake. It was sweet and special and an unexpected gift 
to be with her grandparents for her first birthday. We were finally able to get our 
things and move into this new place mid February and we are super grateful for 
it. There is more room, and Gerson is currently working with the boys that used 
to live with us to grow some grass around the house. It’s not what we ever 
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dreamed or imagined, but God has been so faithful and good in 
this whole process. We are finally staying in the place we pray we 
can call home for years to come. Just a rental house, but with a 
yard and area for Jane to play once we have grass.We couldn’t be 
more thankful. 

Travel update with Covid-19
We are beyond grateful for the 6 weeks we were allowed to stay in 
El Salvador with Gerson’s parents over the holidays after not 
seeing them in a year. We are also grateful to share that we will be 
visiting the states for 6 weeks at the beginning of June, Lord-
willing. We pray that we can find a way to safely see people, but 
we will be mostly spending our time with our immediate family 
there which we haven’t seen in a little over 2 years now.

School, work, and life updates
There aren’t too many changes regarding school for Gerson as his 
last remaining things have been majorly put on hold due to 
Covid-19. Many places here are still closed and are not answering 
phones or even emails currently. While this is so overwhelming 
and disappointing, he is trying to continue to study for the three 
bar exams he will eventually have before being able to graduate. 

Gerson also continues to work for Mission Firefly part-time when 
needed. We have also been spending more time with the kids we 
used to take care of who are now adults! They have grown so 
much and we are grateful for a little extra time due to Covid and 
spend it with them. 

Crystal stays home with Jane most days 
and enjoys watching her grow and caring 
for her the best we can. God has been so 
faithful and she is a healthy little girl we 

love so dearly. 

Prayer Requests 

We would love to have you join 
with us in prayer for the following 
things:  

• Answers regarding Gerson’s 
thesis and bar exams 

• Grass to grow! Jane is 
struggling with allergies 
currently so we are praying the 
grass helps so there isn’t so 
much dry dirt in the air. 

• Prayers for safe travel in June 

If you would like to contact us or 
support us, feel free to email me. 
Also check out our blog as well. 
Updates happen rather 
spontaneously but as Jane 
continues to rest better, I pray I 
continue to have the time and 
space to write and update you all.  

Thank you for your continual 
support and prayers, as we 
continue navigating Covid-19 
here and as it continues to push 
our weak health system further 
into the ground. Prayers for the 
villages where Mission Firefly is 
working and where we get to visit 
every so often.  

Email: crystalvk@gmail.com 

Blog: wewillabide.worpress.com 
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