
Happy 200th Birthday, 
Guatemala!  

I can hardly believe another month has 
flown by! So much happened in 
September, including our independence 
day. Guatemala celebrated 200 years of 
independence on September 15. Gerson 
celebrated with special activities at the 
CCC with the kids and their teachers. 
While COVID didn’t allow them to do 
their celebrations in their schools, they 
were able to have some special activities 
at the CCC and the kids enjoyed it so 
much. 

Gerson has been working, along with the team of professional at the CCC, on a specific case with two young kiddos, 
ages 3 and 5. They lived in a home with their mom, aunt and uncle, and also their grandma. In late July, they lost their 
mother to COVID. Two weeks later their uncle passed, and days after that their grandmother. I want you to just 
think that through for a few minutes- within a few weeks, these two little ones lost 3 of the 4 adults they lived with. 
Life changed before they could even think about it or start to process it. Currently, there is a social worker gathering 
information around their case and also the three options of where these children could live. The information 
gathered by this social worker and also the psychologist working at the CCC will be sent to the courts so they can 
make the best decision of who these kiddos should live with and not bounce from home to home. The judge will 
give legal custody to one on of these remaining relatives, and so our prayer is that God allows the best home possible 

for these kids after all that they have dealt 
with the past few months.
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Jane and I spent a lot of this past month outside in our yard, as the rain 
subsided for a few weeks. We tried to plant sunflowers in August but the 
birds ate all the seeds. Mid September we planted some daisies and we 
are waiting to see if we have better luck with those! Our wildflower 
seeds are growing still, just not flowering quite yet. She loves to go out 
each day and check on them. She also loves anything art related, 
especially coloring on cardboard boxes and painting with water colors! 
Its so fun to see her grow and repeat everything and want to try so many 
new things! Her Guatemalan roots SHINE with each request for 
something to eat, her favorites being black beans, tortillas, fresh cheese, 
and all kinds of fruits. We love her so and praise Jesus for her life. 

We are looking forward to traveling again at the end of this month- 
Shelby is getting married and we are so ready to celebrate with her. Nate 
is already a part of the family, and we are super thankful for his life, their 
love, and the fact that God has provided in miraculous ways for this 
trip! We will be in Michigan for a little over a week, and then Gerson 
will be returning for work. Jane and I will head to Iowa for just a few 
days after to spend some time with my grandparents who aren’t able to 
make it to the wedding. We are so anxious and excited for this trip and 
would love your prayers for safe travels and 
protection from COVID as we travel as well.

Thank you for all of your prayers, love and 
support. Our family is so grateful to have you 
as a support system> If you’d like to support 
our family, send me an email. We have had 
some changes recently in our support so we 
would love have a few new people join in 
with the work we are doing. 

Blessings to all of you and hugs from our 
family afar. 

Prayer Requests 

We would love to have you join with 
us in prayer for the following things:  

• Time and energy for Gerson to 
continue studying for his bar 
exams and movement on his thesis 

• Each child and their specific case/
family situation at the CCC. Many 
are dealing with loss and change. 

• Prayers for my Grandpa VK’s 
health, as he has struggled a lot 
this past month. 

• Prayers for my Aunt Nancy’s family 
as they lost her mom at the end of 
the month.  

• Prayers for safe travels and 
protection as we travel to the 
States at the end of the month for 
my sister’s wedding. 

Thank you for your continual support 
and prayers, as we continue walking 
through Covid-19 here. Please pray 
for those who are very sick, and 
those who are losing those they 
love to this virus.  Keep praying for 
those who feel isolated and are 
struggling to make ends meet for 
their families right now.  

If you’d like to support our work, 
the info is available on our blog or 
you can email me as well! Thank 
you! 

Email: crystalvk@gmail.com 

Blog: https://
wewillabide.wordpress.com/
donations/ 
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